
 Burlingame’s Round 

 Description: a .58 caliber Minié ball, with Tamisier grooves 
 and a Burton cavity. The round looks surprisingly new, 
 considering its age. It is immune to regular weather 
 conditions, and will not rust. 

 Strictly speaking, this should be known as “  Brooks’ 
 Round.” The bullet was destined to be the round that blew 
 out Rep. Preston Brooks’ (D-SC) brains in a duel between 
 him and Rep. Anson Burlingame (AM-MA). Quick 
 background: Brooks had previously savagely attacked 
 Sen. Charles Sumner (R-MA) with a cane, in response to 
 Sumner’s condemnation of slavery. Burlingame called 
 Brooks a coward in a subsequent speech, Brooks 
 challenged him to a duel, and Burlingame immediately 
 picked rifles, on the Canadian side of Niagara Falls. 
 Brooks then hastily retracted the challenge, proceeded to 
 die a horrible natural death from the croup, and most of 
 the remaining details were forgotten in the chaos of the 
 American Civil War. 

 Which would be fine, except that there was still the  bullet  . 

 Spontaneous enchantment is impossible to predict fully, 
 but generally speaking: items designed for violence and 
 entangled with significant historical events tend to attract 



 natural magical power. In the Round’s case, it was 
 destined to kill  somebody  worth killing, only to be thwarted 
 by the mundane indifference of history. Arcanely speaking, 
 that simply meant that the Round was now a reservoir for 
 Destiny. 

 One hundred and sixty-odd years later, that reservoir is 
 almost ready to overflow. If the Round had been a knife or 
 club, it would have been used up in an assassination a 
 long time ago, but firearms have their own symbolic 
 inertia. A mystic bullet requires a gun to be used, and it’s 
 been centuries since rifled muskets have been used in 
 battles. This makes it virtually impossible to accidentally 
 fire the Round in combat, but the charge has gotten large 
 enough that probability will warp itself to let the accidental 
 artifact finally achieve its destiny somehow. 

 This would not be a problem, except that the range of 
 acceptable  targets  has also expanded. At this point, the 
 Round is an active menace to Democratic politicians from 
 the state of South Carolina, anybody with the last name of 
 Brooks, lawyers who have also served in the military, and 
 of course physical cowards -- and none of these are 
 categories that particularly deserve the death penalty. 
 Since the problem will only get worse, it behooves a 
 prudent occult operative to… ground the Round’s charge 
 appropriately. 



 What? Look, if you can get the Round to achieve its 
 destiny  without  committing flat-out murder, however 
 deserving the eventual target might be, then go right 
 ahead. But the clock’s ticking on this particular arcane time 
 bomb. Sometimes a controlled detonation is the only 
 viable option. 
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