
Quatrain: A Hymn for Tourneys

To God on High we make our plea:
Protect our land beside the sea.
For end of day will with it bring
The triumph of our future king.

So guide his steps for us, O Lord,
Make of his name a goodly word
That stands for truth, let him not yield;
And make him thus our kingdom's shield.

Give unto him a touch of Grace,
So that he may, here in this place
Reflect the Light that will not fade;
And make him thus our kingdom's blade.

Great God on High, whom we adore,
Protect our prince, we do implore;
And bless and keep our kingdom, too
Until You make all things anew.

-Written  by  Lord  Morgan  O'Lathlann,  fili of  the  Royal  Eastern
College  of  Bards  and  former  Bard  for  the  Barony  of  Carillion,
Kingdom of the East, for the Spring Crown Tournament, Kingdom
of Atlantia, May 7, AS XXXX.  The style is  Ambrosian Quatrain
(named after  St.  Ambrose,  339-97  AD),  a  form of  Latin  verse
(usually  liturgical)  popular  from the  fourth  century  AD onward.
See  The  Compleat  Anachronist #67,  "Ars  Poetica  Societatis",
pages 20-21.


